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In late April, several small Mexican air carriers, led by Transportes Aereos Ejecutivos (Taesa),
announced plans to combine all their support services in an attempt to become more competitive
with the two big Mexican carriers, Aeromexico and Mexicana. Under the planned arrangement,
the airlines will share reservation systems, maintenance facilities, ticketing and airport facilities,
hangars and work crews. In addition to Taesa, airlines participating in the arrangement are Saro,
Aerocalifornia, Quasar, Internacional, and Estrellas del Aire.
Jose Henoin, a Taesa spokesperson, said the effort is also supported by Jose Ortiz, owner of Banco
Union. According to Henoin, by combining forces, the airlines will be better able to counter what
they perceive as unfair trade practices by Mexicana and Aeromexico, which are both owned by
Aerovias de Mexico S.A. Henoin charged the practices include a directive by Aerovias to travel
agents not to handle reservations or sell tickets for the smaller competitors. "We are facing a
disguised monopoly," he said. "We are not against their existence, but we oppose their unfair trade
practices," he told El Financiero International weekly business newspaper.
While the other airlines mainly handle domestic flights, Taesa competes for service to the US with
Mexicana and Aeromexico. In fact, according to airline officials, enactment of the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) has increased the number of business travelers to Mexico, not only
from the US but also from Europe. Speaking at an airline trade show in Guadalajara on May 5, Air
France's regional director Luis Ortega told participants that because of the increase in European
business travelers to Mexico, the number of passengers between European destinations and Mexico
during 1994 was expected to increase by 15% from last year's 30,000 passengers.
Officials from Continental Airlines and Aeromexico have also reported an increase in European
travelers to Mexico. On a related matter, Antonio Garcia Rojas Barbosa, director of the Mexico City
International Airport, told La Jornada that the terminal handled more than 5.7 million passengers
between January and April, an increase of almost 18% from the same four-month period in 1993.
Garcia projected that total traffic at the airport could total 23 million passengers by year-end if the
current rate of usage continues through December. In contrast, passenger traffic at the airport was
only about 13 million passengers in 1993.
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